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June 8, 2011 

 

 

Chairman Bill Young     Ranking Member Norm Dicks 

Defense      Defense  

Subcommittee on Appropriations   Subcommittee on Appropriations 

H-140, the Capitol     1016 Longworth HOB 

Washington, D.C.  20515    Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Chairman Young and Ranking Dicks: 

 

As you prepare for the full committee markup of the fiscal year 2012 Defense Appropriations Act, 

we write to thank you for including $223 million for cancer research in the bill. We are hopeful that 

this life-saving cancer research funding as well as the funding for other medical research will remain 

in the bill after the full committee markup.  

 

Should there be efforts during the full committee markup to strip funding for the Congressionally 

Directed Medical Research Programs (CDMRP) from the bill, the undersigned organizations 

respectfully request that you oppose such attempts and demonstrate your continued support for the 

funding. 

 

Funding for the CDMRP is an opportunity to advance the best research to eradicate diseases and 

support the warfighter for the benefit of the American public. These research programs target 

diseases that impact directly the welfare of the American military, their families and the public. For 

example, CDMRP supports medical research on several forms of cancer (breast, blood, colorectal, 

melanoma, pediatric, brain, lung, ovarian, and prostate) and other diseases (like neurofibromatosis 

and bone marrow failure) that have lead to breakthroughs on nerve regeneration and traumatic brain 

injury. The CDMRP also funds research on Gulf War Illness, psychological health, spinal cord 

injury, and hearing and vision loss (which comprise a significant portion of current battlefield 

injuries). Other activities target diseases and conditions such as Lupus, Multiple Sclerosis, 

Scleroderma, ALS, and Autism.  

 

The programs also represent a unique partnership among the public, Congress, and the military.  The 

Department of Defense’s CDMRP supports high-quality medical research, concentrating its 

resources on research mechanisms which complement rather than duplicate the research approaches 

of the major funders of medical research in the United States.  Although the diseases included in this 

program are diverse, the research on these disease types is often synergistic. For example, 

investigators increasingly look at the molecular profiles of cancer, often finding connections across 

cancers affecting different body sites. Advances or progress related to one cancer fuels the research 

on the other cancers in this program, and treatments initially approved for one cancer are routinely 

found to be effective in others.   

 

The undersigned respectfully request your continued support for fiscal year 2012 funding of all 

programs within CDMRP.   

 

Sincerely, 
 

The ALS Association 

American Academy of Dermatology Association 
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American Association for Cancer Research 

American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network 

American College of Gastroenterology 

American College of Surgeons Commission on Cancer 

American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) 

American Gastroenterological Association 

The American Legion 

American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy 

American Urological Association 

Aplastic Anemia & MDS International Foundation 

Arkansas Ovarian Cancer Coalition  

Arkansas Prostate Cancer Foundation 

Asian & Pacific Islander American Health Forum 

Asian & Pacific Islander National Cancer Survivors Network 

Association of American Cancer Institutes 

Autism Speaks 

Cancer Support Community  

Caring Together, Inc.  

Celma Mastry Foundation for Ovarian Cancer Research Inc.  

Charlene Miers Foundation for Cancer Research 

Children’s Cause for Cancer Advocacy 

Children's Tumor Foundation 

Chris4Life 

Colon Cancer Alliance 

Colon Cancer STARS 

Colorado Ovarian Cancer Alliance 

CureSearch for Children's Cancer 

Disabled American Veterans 

ENACCT (Education Network to Advance Clinical Trials) 

Fight Colorectal Cancer 

The First State Prostate Cancer Support Group 

Friends of Cancer Research 

FORCE: Facing Our Risk of Cancer Empowered  

Georgia Ovarian Cancer Alliance, Inc. 

Get Your Rear In Gear 

GRACE'S  

HERA Women's Cancer Foundation  

Hope for Heather  

ICAN - International Cancer Advocacy Network 

Intercultural Cancer Council Caucus 

International Myeloma Foundation 

Kaleidoscope of Hope Foundation  

Kidney Cancer Association 

Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 

Linda Young Ovarian Cancer Support Program, Benedictine Hospital  

LIVESTRONG 

Lung Cancer Alliance 

Lupus Foundation of America, Inc. 

Lymphoma Research Foundation 

Malecare Cancer Support 

Melanoma Research Foundation 
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Men's Health Network 

Minnesota Ovarian Cancer Alliance, Inc. 

MIOCA (Michigan Ovarian Cancer Alliance) 

Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation 

National Alliance of State Prostate Cancer Coalitions (NASPCC) 

National Brain Tumor Society 

National Coalition for Cancer Survivorship 

National Lung Cancer Partnership 

National Marrow Donor Program 

National Multiple Sclerosis Society 

National Patient Advocate Foundation  

Neurofibromatosis, Inc. Arizona 

Neurofibromatosis, Inc. California 

Neurofibromatosis Midwest 

Neurofibromatosis, Inc., Network 

Neurofibromatosis, Inc., Northeast 

NF Inc. Minnesota 

NF, Inc. Michigan 

Nine Girls Ask  

OASIS of Southern California 

Olympus America Inc. 

Oncology Nursing Society 

Ovacome Ovarian Cancer Support and Advocacy of Tampa Bay 

Ovar’Coming Together  

Ovarian and Breast Cancer Alliance of Washington State 

Ovarian Awareness of Kentucky 

Ovarian Cancer Advocacy Alliance  

Ovarian Cancer Alliance of Arizona 

Ovarian Cancer Alliance of California 

Ovarian Cancer Alliance of Florida 

Ovarian Cancer Alliance of Greater Cincinnati 

Ovarian Cancer Alliance of North Florida, Inc. 

Ovarian Cancer Alliance of Ohio 

Ovarian Cancer Alliance of Oregon and Southwest Washington 

Ovarian Cancer Coalition of Greater California 

Ovarian Cancer National Alliance 

Ovarian Cancer Orange County Alliance 

Prevent Cancer Foundation 

Preventing Colorectal Cancer.Org 

Prostate Cancer Foundation 

Prostate Cancer International 

Prostate Conditions Education Council 

R.O.A.R.!  

Sandy Rollman Ovarian Cancer Foundation, Inc.  

Sarcoma Foundation of America 

SHARE: Self-Help for Women with Breast or Ovarian Cancer  

Society for Gastroenterology Nurses and Associates (SGNA) 

Society of Gynecologic Oncology 

The Teal Tea Foundation  

Teal Tulips (formerly R.O.C.C.S.)  

Texas Neurofibromatosis Foundation 
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Tuberous Sclerosis Alliance 

United Ostomy Associations of America 

Us TOO International 

Us TOO - Richmond , Va  Group 

Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) 

Virginia Prostate Cancer Coalition 

Washington State Neurofibromatosis Families 

Wisconsin Ovarian Cancer Alliance 

Women Against Prostate Cancer 

Women’s Cancer Awareness Group  

Y-ME National Breast Cancer Organization 

You'll Never Walk Alone  

ZERO — The Project to End Prostate Cancer 

 


