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2015 – Cancer Moonshot



https://www.cancer.gov/research/key-initiatives/moonshot-cancer-initiative



https://www.cancer.gov/research/key-initiatives/moonshot-cancer-initiative/implementation



https://www.cancer.gov/research/key-initiatives/moonshot-cancer-initiative/implementation/patient-engagement



Participant Engagement and Cancer Genome Sequencing (PE-CGS) Research Network

• The PE-CGS Network supports the direct engagement of cancer patients and cancer 
survivors as participants in cancer research.

• The PE-CGS Research Centers are using direct participant engagement approaches to 
promote cancer genome sequencing programs that can address important knowledge 
gaps in the genomic characterization of tumors. The network is specifically interested 
in using direct participant engagement to advance the understanding of rare cancers, 
highly lethal cancers, cancers with an early age of onset, cancers with high disparities, 
and cancers that are prevalent in understudied populations.

• The PE-CGS Coordinating Center manages data sharing and collaborative network 
activities, performs outreach activities to the broader community, and develops best 
practices and procedures for the network.

https://www.cancer.gov/research/key-initiatives/moonshot-
cancer-initiative/implementation/patient-engagement
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Principal Investigators
•Ryan Fields, MD – Surgical Oncology
•Graham Colditz, DrPh, MD, MPH –

Public Health Sciences
•Bettina Drake, PhD, MPH – Public 

Health Sciences
• Li Ding, PhD – Cancer Genomics













Engagement Optimization Unit (EOU)
• Evaluate participant engagement related to genomic testing among 

underserved populations with rare cancers
• Improve and evaluate recruitment and retention
• Improve and evaluate consent
• Improve and evaluate return of results

• Conduct a randomized trial comparing an expanded web-based education 
and decision aid with the standard practice to improve the return of 
results process

• Qualitative Interviews with patients, families, and people who decline
• Use an embedded ethics approach to better understand and address 

ethical, legal, and social implications (ELSI) of this research





Participant Engagement Advisory Board
• Provide patient and engaged stakeholder (advocates, caregivers, 

etc) input on multiple center processes, including recruitment, 
consenting, and return of results.

• Review surveys and research findings
• Advise researchers on how to best use study findings to improve 

our approach  
• improving consent process
• making genomic testing results clear to participants

• Share research results and study information with your 
community partners

• Identify challenges and advise in addressing barriers





https://epi.grants.cancer.gov/
events/pe-cgs/#projects








