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TODAY’S WEBINAR

01 Ask a question in the panel on the right 
side of your screen.

QUESTIONS

02
Watch a recording of this webinar on the 
Fight CRC website. Visit FightCRC.org.

WEBINAR ARCHIVE

03 Follow along on Twitter. Use the hashtag: 
#CRCWebinar

TWEET ALONG!
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RESOURCES
Fight CRC offers a wide 
variety of resources for those 
touched by colorectal 
cancer. 

Visit FightCRC.org to view, 
download, and order the 
latest resources.

FREE RESOURCES

COMMUNITY OF CHAMPIONS APP

ONLINE TOOLS 
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The information and services provided by Fight Colorectal Cancer are for general informational purposes only. 
The information and services are not intended to be substitutes for professional medical advice, diagnoses or 
treatment.  

If you are ill, or suspect that you are ill, see a doctor immediately.  In an emergency, call 911 or go to the nearest 
emergency room.  

Fight Colorectal Cancer never recommends or endorses any specific physicians, products or treatments for any 
condition. 
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Jim Foote
Co-Founder & CEO

First Ascent Biomedical

Diana Jenner
Head of Patient Advocacy

First Ascent Biomedical

Matthew DeAngelis
Stage IV Colorectal Cancer Survivor
Fight CRC Research Advocate

TODAY’S PANELISTS
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JIM FOOTE
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Co-Founder & CEO
First Ascent Biomedical



A Functional Precision Medicine Company

Mission: Inspired by our own journeys 

as parents, survivors, and advocates, 

we are on a mission to provide real 

answers to those facing a cancer 

diagnosis, or relapse—redefining 

cancer treatment, one patient story 
at a time.

Vision: World’s leading Oncology 

Platform



Health Pitch9

THE CANCER COOKBOOK:

8B genetically and biologically unique 

people on earth validated by DNA 

sequencing…

Genomic markers for Colorectal Cancer 

(KRAS, NRAS, BRAF, MIS) only tell part of 

the story

8
Billion

NCCN Guidelines 



In 2025, 30-40% of CRC 
Patients will become 
Treatment Resistant

Property of First Ascent Biomedical. It is confidential and not for distribution without permission in writing 
from First Ascent Biomedical





What if one test held 
the power to change 

everything?

Property of First Ascent Biomedical. It is confidential and not for distribution without permission in writing from First Ascent Biomedical
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There Is Only one 

YOU

8
Billion
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The First Ascent Approach

Functional Precision Medicine.  

for Cancer 

● Live Tumor Cell Testing + AI + 

Genomics 

● 150+ Drug Therapies & 

Combinations 

● Insights in 10 days

This isn’t guesswork. 

It’s individual tumor response.



Powering Personalized Cancer Care and Smarter Drug Development

ONE PLATFORM. TWO APPLICATIONS. GROUNDED IN REAL BIOLOGY. 
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Fresh biopsy

(surgical suite or 
pathology)

CLIA Lab live 
cell enrichment 

technology

+150 FDA 
approved drug 

panel testing

Genomics +            
Al tumor weakness 

mapping

Personalized report 
delivered

Avg.10 days

xDRIVE (Oncologist*)1
Precision, faster decisions, 
better outcomes.

Patient

Property of First Ascent Biomedical. Confidential and not for distribution without permission in writing from First Ascent Biomedical

*We provide data; treating clinicians select therapy
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We Find What Works.

With First Ascent to guide treatment, 

• patients respond 83% better over 
doctors' choice or the standard of 
care.

• 8.5 Times Longer Progression Free 
Survival



How Functional Precision Medicine Ties Together:

• DNA/RNA are the music notes

• Drug Sensitivity Testing (DSS) is the 
instrument that all play in harmony

• AI is the conductor, making slight 
adjustments in real-time
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Thank you!

8
Billion



DIANA JENNER
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Head of Patient Advocacy
First Ascent Biomedical















fightcrc2025!





MATTHEW DeANGELIS
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Stage IV Colorectal Cancer Survivor
Fight CRC Research Advocate



Patient Advocate Perspective
• Fight Colorectal Cancer research advocate
• Role: bringing the patient voice into innovation and clinical 

trials
• Metastatic CRC 2nd line has many options—but no clear, 

personalized roadmap
• Patients and their oncologists urgently need tools that reduce 

uncertainty and trial-and-error

Who I Am & Why This Matters
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Living With Stage IV CRC
• Diagnosed with Stage IV CRC; treated with curative-intent 

surgery
• Completed standard chemo + HAI pump with FUDR
• Currently NED, but at high risk of recurrence
• Future treatment will depend on where and how my cancer 

returns – including genetics
• Local treatments and systemic therapies

My Story & the Patient Reality
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The Gap Patients Feel
• Many on- and off-label options—which one is right for me?
• Can my tumor genetics be used to help select treatment 

options without relying solely on averages or protocols?
• What does alignment with my care team look like?
• Can results be delivered fast enough to impact real-world 

care?

Why xDRIVE Gets Attention
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Balancing Hope With Reality
• Functional precision medicine in mCRC: we need data
• FightCRC is supporting a single-center feasibility study of this 

paradigm for the treatment of mCRC (NCT06929338)
• First test of xDrive specifically for adult mCRC patients
• Early studies evaluate clinical benefit and feasibility this 

approach in mCRC, no guaranteed benefit
• Clinical studies are vitally important for innovation
• Participation may involve extra procedures, travel, and time

What Patients Need to Understand
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A larger, multi-site U.S. trial with broader access?

Inclusion of diverse patients and care settings?

Can functional precision medicine become part of standard CRC care?

Can personalized treatment decisions made within just a few weeks?

Looking Ahead – What would success mean?
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QUESTION & ANSWER 
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HOW TO GET INVOLVED 
WITH FIGHTCRC
• Join our Resource Champions program

• Join us for in person events (Call on Congress, Climb 
for a Cure, others!)

• Apply to be a RATS Advocate

• Apply to our Ambassador Program

• Request resources to distribute for awareness, 
health fairs, or other events

• Reach out for volunteer opportunities

UNDERSTANDING HER2: WHAT PATIENTS NEED TO KNOW

*Special opportunity: Paid focus groups for survivors of mCRC
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THANK YOU TO OUR COLLABORATORS
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FIGHT COLORECTAL CANCER MISSION

We FIGHT to cure colorectal cancer and serve as 
relentless champions of hope for all affected by this 
disease through informed patient support, impactful 
policy change, and breakthrough research endeavors.



THANK YOU!
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